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abstract: Two of 4 New Mexico ridgenose rattle¬ 
snakes, Crotalus willardi obscurus Harris, 1974, from 
Sonora, Mexico, were found to be passing oocysts and 
free sporocysts of a Sarcocystis sp. in their feces. Spo- 
rocysts measured 11.9 x 10.3(11.0-13.6 x 9.6-11.2) 
fim (JV = 20) and had a shape index (length/width) of 
1.15 (1.07-1.23). Attempts to transmit the Sarcocystis 
sp. experimentally to Mus musculus, Peromyscus leu- 
copus, or Microtus ochrogaster v/ere unsuccessful. This 
represents the first report of a parasite from this host. 
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The New Mexico ridgenose rattlesnake, Cro¬ 
talus willardi obscurus Harris, 1974, is a medi¬ 
um-sized viperid that ranges from the Animas 
and Peloncillo Mountains of extreme south¬ 
western New Mexico south into the Sierra Madre 
Occidental to Zacatecas, Mexico (Stebbins, 1985; 
Campbell, et al., 1989). It is chiefly a mountain¬ 
dwelling snake occurring in the pine-oak and pine- 


fir belts, but also inhabits foothill canyons of 
madrean habitat. Although Barker (1992) re¬ 
cently reported on various aspects of the biology 
of C. willardi, nothing, to our knowledge, has 
been published on parasites of this snake. Here, 
we provide the first report of a parasite from C. 
willardi obscurus. 

As part of a long-term mark-recapture study, 
4 C. willardi obscurus (1 male, 3 females; snout- 
vent length = 370—463 mm) were collected dur¬ 
ing March 1990 from an unnamed canyon north 
of Canon El Diablo, Sierra San Luis, Sonora, 
Mexico (elev. 1,920 m). Feces were obtained and 
snakes were released unharmed at their original 
point of capture. Samples were placed in 2.5% 
(w/v) aqueous potassium dichromate and pro¬ 
cessed further for coccidia using previously de¬ 
scribed methods (Upton and McAllister, 1990). 
Measurements were made on 20 sporocysts using 
a calibrated ocular micrometer and are reported 
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